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and benevolence, men do not willingly renounce the
idea "that some part of Nature, at least, must be in-
tended as an exemplar, or type; that on some portion
or other of the Creator's works, the image of the moral
qualities which they, are accustomed to ascribe to him,
must be impressed; that if not all which is, yet some-
thing which is, must not only be a faultless model of
what ought to be, but must be intended to be our
guide and standard in rectifying the rest* It does
not suffice them to believe, that what tends to good is
to be imitated and perfected, and what tends to evil is
to be corrected: they are anxious for some more defi-
nite indication of the Creator's designs; and being
persuaded that this must somewhere be met with in
his works, undertake the dangerous responsibility of
picking and choosing among them in. quest of it, A
choice which except so far as directed by the general
maxim that he intends all the good and none of the
evil, must of necessity be perfectly arbitrary; and if
it leads to any conclusions other than such as can be
deduced from that maxim, must be, exactly in that
proportion, pernicious.

It has never been settled by any accredited doctrine,
what particular departments of the order of nature
shall be reputed to be designed for our moral instruc-
tion and guidance; and accordingly each person's
individual predilections, or momentary convenience,
have decided to what parts of the divine government